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Expression of Interest (EOI) Summary
This expression of interest is open to all Local Authorities and Mayoral Strategic Authorities. We are using 
this form to identify schemes that could receive investment from National Highways’ Growth and Housing 
Accelerator Fund (GHA Fund). Your response will help us to prioritise sites that can deliver significant 
numbers of homes and jobs, while managing impacts on the Strategic Road Network (SRN).  

Before you submit your expression of interest, please read the guidance in this document. 

You are not required to provide any evidence with your response.

Submit your expression of interest form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sp9QKa9_i0-3ojL5bsXebKCeryZo0ZxGo-NEDy6-bWtUNUQzSENBTjRUSU1HS09KWFpCQlFVOFk3Wi4u


Guidance
The steps for submitting are set out below. You can also find a diagram of the GHA Fund’s end-to-end 
process in Annex B.  Before completing your form, please check the initial pass/fail criteria below:

Criteria Yes No

Does the Scheme deliver jobs and/or 
Homes?

Please complete the EOI form No evidence of jobs and/or 
homes 

Is Match Funding confirmed? Please complete the EOI form No match funding identified

Does the Scheme create any Safety 
risks?

If the scheme creates any 
safety risks on the SRN, 
scheme is ineligible at this time

Please complete the EOI form

Please read both this guidance document and the expression of interest form carefully before you start - 
they contain everything you need to submit successfully. 

EOI form sections
 

	� Section 1 - Contact details, name, email address and telephone number, address, and any existing 
contacts at National Highways. 

	� Section 2 - Scheme details, name, location, planning application reference, highway interventions 
required, and scheme delivery date. 

	� Section 3 - Planning Readiness, planning permission stage, pre application engagement, and planning 
conditions. 

	� Section 4 – Delivery of jobs, number of jobs expected, year 1 jobs. 
	� Section 5 – Delivery of homes, number of homes expected, year 1 homes. 
	� Section 6 – Funding, size of funding gap, percentage of total scheme cost funded by public sources. 
	� Section 7 – Match funding, confirmation of match funding, subsidy control. 
	� Section 8 – Alignment to local plans. 
	� Section 9 – Deliverability, preferred option identified. 
	� Section 10 – Cost and procurement, cost estamite produced, procurement route identified, NH 

consents.
	� Section 11 – Risks. 
	� Section 12 – SRN safety.
	� Section 13 – Decarbonisation and active modes.
	� Section 14 – Additional comments.

Once you have provided answers to every question select ‘Submit’. Once you have provided your 
answers, please select ‘Submit’ and a confirmation page will appear to confirm your submission. You can 
resubmit the form if you need to make any changes. The deadline to submit EOI is Friday 19 June 2026.  

Please submit a separate form for each scheme you are applying for.   

We recommend reading through the questions below and preparing your answers before you start 
completing the form.



Drop-in sessions
Webinars are on Wednesday 13 May 2pm - 3pm and Tuesday 9 June 1pm - 2pm. Links to join the 
webinars can be found on our website.

The deadline to submit EOI is Friday 19 June 2026.  

Please submit a separate form for each scheme you are applying for.   

We recommend reading through the questions below and preparing your answers before you start 
completing the form.



Criteria and definitions
Criteria and definitions to be applied in your question responses are set out in the table below.  If you have 
any questions, please raise them at one of our drop-in sessions. All schemes must be put forward based 
on these criteria.  For more information on how scheme suitability will be evaluated please find the sifting 
criteria in Annex A.

Criteria Definitions

Planning readiness Indicate whether the scheme has full or outline planning 
permission, or evidence of pre-application engagement. 
Advise whether there is, or is expected to be, a planning 
condition requiring delivery of the transport scheme.

Jobs delivery Provide the total number of jobs expected across all years 
and specify if any will be delivered in Year 1. Include job 
types (where available) and delivery timeline.

Homes delivery State the total number of homes expected across all years 
and whether any will be delivered in Year 1. Including 
housing types (where available) and phasing details

Intensity of public funding Estimate the percentage of total scheme cost funded by 
public sources.

Match funding confirmed Confirm whether match funding is secured from public and/
or private sources.

Local objectives alignment Outline how the scheme aligns with local housing and 
growth priorities, including MSA strategic priorities or Local 
Plan Priorities.

Deliverability – scheme design Outline the current status of scheme design, including 
whether a preferred option is selected and if detailed or initial 
designs are available.

Deliverability – costs & procurement Provide cost estimates and describe the procurement 
strategy. Indicate whether a contractor is engaged and if 
National Highways consents are secured or in progress.

Deliverability – risks Identify any risks related to ground conditions, Compulsory 
Purchase Orders (CPO), or Statutory Undertakers (SU).

Safety – SRN benefits Outline how the scheme will improve safety on the SRN.

Decarbonisation & active modes List sustainable transport and low-carbon features included 
in the scheme (e.g. cycle paths, footbridges, biodiversity, rail 
station upgrades, low carbon construction methods).

To submit an Expression of Interest, follow this link.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sp9QKa9_i0-3ojL5bsXebKCeryZo0ZxGo-NEDy6-bWtUNUQzSENBTjRUSU1HS09KWFpCQlFVOFk3Wi4u


Annex A - Sifting criteria
National Highways - Growth and Housing Accelerator Fund 
Draft  v0.6

Eligibility requirements:

*Under S6 or S278 agreement

Initial Pass Fail Criteria Yes No

Does the Scheme enable Jobs and/or 
Homes?

Scheme should be assessed against the sifting 
criteria

No evidence of jobs and/or homes – scheme 
fails automatically

Is Match Funding confirmed? Scheme should be assessed against the sifting 
criteria

No match funding identified – 
scheme fails automatically

Does the Scheme create any safety 
disbenefits? 

Presence of any SRN safety disbenefits - 
scheme fails automatically

Scheme should be assessed against the sifting 
criteria

Does the Scheme have clearly defined 
costs?

Scheme should be assessed against the sifting 
criteria

Scheme is to immature for inclusion in GHA 
Fund - scheme fails automatically

Scoring 

Schemes that achieve a score of 0 for Jobs and Homes are ineligible for the GHA Fund. 

Sifting Criteria

Criteria Very High High Medium Medium / Low Low Very Low Ineligible

Score 5 4 3 2 1 0 Automatic Fail

Enable Early & Substantial delivery of Jobs 3,000 or more jobs enabled (all years) jobs enabled Year 1 (any); 
750 to 2,999 jobs (all years) 100 to 749 jobs enabled (all years) 50 to 99 jobs enabled (all years) 1-49 jobs enabled (all years) 0 jobs enabled 5 3 15

Enable Early & Substantial delivery of homes 4,000 or more homes enabled (all years) homes enabled Year 1 (any); 
2,500 to 3,999 homes (all years) 1,000 to 2,499 homes enabled (all years) 250 to 999 homes enabled (all years) 1-249 homes enabled (all years) 0 homes enabled 5 3 15

Intensity (% of all public funding identified) 50% or less 60% or less 75% or less 90% or less 91-99% No match funding identified - automatic fail 5 2 10

Match Funding Confirmed Yes – both public and private Yes – public or private (one only) Funding pending negotiation or decision No information provided 5 2 10

Planning/Scheme Readiness

At least one Full Permission including the 
requirement for applicant transport infrastructure to 
be delivered AND an approved Full Business Case 

for other public funding

At least one Outline Permission including the 
requirement for applicant transport infrastructure to 
be delivered AND an approved Full Business Case 

for other public funding

Substantial evidence of pre-app engagement or at 
least one Outline Permission is in place or no Full 

Business Case  (still in development /awaiting 
approval)

Some evidence of pre-app engagement and/or Full 
Business Case still in development/awaiting approval

No Planning Application or pre-app 
engagement 5 2 10

Local Housing and Growth Objectives

Scheme identified in post-2020 Local 
plan/development plan, included in public documents 

as a strategic priority for Mayoral Combined / 
Strategic Authority and Homes England and 

evidence of high growth jobs and acute housing 
need.

Scheme identified in post-2020 Local 
plan/development plan and: included in public 
documents as a strategic priority for Mayoral 

Combined / Strategic Authority or Homes England; 
or evidence of high growth jobs and acute housing 

need.

Scheme identified in post-2020 Local 
plan/development plan and evidence of site(s) as a 
strategic priority for Mayoral Combined / Strategic 

Authority or Homes England

Scheme identified as priority in post-2020 Local Plan 
/ development plan

Scheme identified as priority in pre-2020 Local Plan / 
development plan

No evidence provided of alignment with local 
plan / development plan or local / regional 

priorities and objectives
5 2 10

Deliverability – Scheme Design Preferred option identified, detailed design completed Preferred option agreed with initial designs Several options under consideration - no designs No scheme options or scheme designs 3 1 3

Deliverability – Costs and Procurement Detailed costs provided, contractor engaged, NH 
consents secured

High level costs and route to procurement identified / 
ECI ongoing, NH consents in train

Initial strategic estimates provided, procurement 
strategy in place, initial engagement with NH for 

consents

No costs provided, no information on 
procurement, no NH engagement on 

consents - automatic fail
5 3 15

Deliverability - Risks
No risks around ground conditions, CPO or SU 

identified  - or Ground conditions mitigated, CPO 
complete, SU agreements in place

Risks around ground conditions, CPO or SU  
identified – with planned mitigations AND/OR Local 

Authority is identified of being at risk of issuing a 
S114 Notice

Risks around ground conditions, CPO or SU  identified 
– no mitigation AND/OR Local Authority has an existing 

S114 Notice in place

No information provided on ground conditions, 
CPO or SU 5 3 15

Safety – SRN Benefits Substantial additional SRN safety benefits by 
addressing existing issues on the SRN identified

Some additional SRN safety benefits by addressing 
existing issues on the SRN identified

No additional safety benefits in relation to the 
existing SRN

Safety disbenefits are caused by a scheme - 
automatic fail 3 2 6

Public Transport and Active Mode Benefits Five or more of the scope items at left Four of the scope items at left Three of the scope items at left Two of the scope items at left

At least one of the following in scope of scheme (new 
or improved): footbridge; cycle path; pedestrian or 
horse-riding crossing; multi-modal interchange; rail 
station improvement, other Public Transport facility; 

habitat or biodiversity provision; new low carbon 
technology used in construction or maintenance of new 

infrastructure.

No Active Mode, multi-modal or sustainable / 
low carbon elements in project scope 5 2 10

119

Total Score: The actual score a scheme receives for that criterion, multiplied by the weight

Evidence of existing or expected National Highways planning conditions requiring the specific works to be completed to mitigate impact of new housing or employment development on the operation of the SRN. 
Applicant is a Local Authority, Mayoral Strategic Authority or public-private joint venture in England. 
Ultimate grant recipient (responsible for delivery of works) will be a Local Highway Authority*. 
All grant funding must be drawn down by March 2031. 

Max Score: The highest possible score a criterion can receive (e.g. 5)
Automatic fail: Criteria where a score of 0 is an automatic fail (edged in red)
Weight: The importance of influence of that criterion in the overall evaluation

0 jobs and 0 homes - automatic fail

POTENTIAL TOTAL / MAX SCORE

Max
Score Weight Total Score



Annex B - GHA Fund end to end process
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2026.

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free 
of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/ 
open-government-licence/

write to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database 
rights 2026 OS AC0000827444. You are permitted to use 
this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, 
the organisation that provided you with the data. You are not 
permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this 
data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at  
www.nationalhighways.co.uk

For an accessible version of this publication please call 
0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email 
info@nationalhighways.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the National 
Highways publications code PR06/26.

National Highways creative job number CRE26_0128

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate 
call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any 
inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

These rules apply to calls from any type of line including 
mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be 
recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other 
controlled sources when issued directly by National 
Highways.

Registered office Three Snowhill, Snowhill Queensway, 
Birmingham, B4 6GA

National Highways Limited registered in England and 
Wales number 09346363

If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.


